THE URBAN AESTHETICS are a noisy indie rock
band with a knack for making smart, well-crafted pop
songs.

Combining the tradition of the great Canadian
singer-songwriters — think LEonarRD CoHEN, NEIL
YouNg, and JoNt MrtcHELL — with the younger influ-
ence of Canadian indie rock pioneers THE NEw PORNOG-
RAPHERS and BROKEN SocIaL SCeNE, the sound of the
Ottawa seven-piece demonstrates a lyrical depth and a
maturity listeners would not expect from a bunch of
fresh-faced twentysomethings.

Beneath the layers of THE UA’s lush ensemble sound
— MikE Braia's guitar, NE1L GERSTER’S bass, JoN
RiFkIN’s drums, JEN RousE’s vocal harmonies, LAWRENCE
PERNICA's trumpet, and EvaN RUNGE’s violin — are the
literate, folk-inflected songs of vocalist and rhythm guitar
player GREG JaNssEN. The band began as the
singer-songwriter’s solo project.

“Basically, I had a bunch of songs and nowhere to
play them,” Janssen says. “Acoustic, they’re all very quiet
and I found out that audiences in bars and clubs aren’t.”

At first the idea was for the band to play his songs
loudly enough that people would listen, but as various
members came and went in the year that followed, the
singer-songwriter found his backing band doing more
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than merely providing accompaniment, evolving instead
into a full-fledged musical collective.

“I still come up with the words, chords and melo-
dies,” Janssen says, “but the arrangements are more
collaborative now, which makes our sound a lot more
dynamic. Everybody contributes something unique and
something necessary. ”

This is how Greg Janssen & Band became THE
URBAN AESTHETICS. Rouse coined the name to describe
the band’s artistic philosophy, which values the simple
beauty of solid craftsmanship. The name also
situates the band in its natural habitat: the city.

Receiving a FACTOR demo grant in fall 2007, THE
URBAN AESTHETICS immediately set to work demoing
tracks which, re-recorded with veteran Ottawa indie
producer/engineer Dean Watson (JETPLANES OF ABRA-
HAM, ANA M1uRra), would become The Urban Aesthetics
EP. The disc finds the fledgling combo finding its voice,
trying its hand at a variety of topics and styles, from pop to
protest, folk rock to art rock.

Set for an October 2 release at Ottawa’s Rainbow
Bistro and distributed nationally and online by the band’s
Indie Empire label, the EP will demonstrate for the
Canadian music scene at large the exciting sounds
emanating from our nation’s capital.

THE URBAN AESTHETICS (EP)

1. “DoN’T Go TaKIN’ IT To HEART” (3:48)
2. “DEAD END/STREET SCENE” (4:52)
3. “SEE THE SUNSHINE THROUGH THE HAZE” (3:58)
4. “You Ger Usep To IT” (4:01)
5. “HeaviER THAN HEAVEN" (5:05)

Produced by DEAN WATSON & GREG JANSSEN / Engineered by DEAN WATSON /
Mastered by PriLip SHAW Bova /| GREG JANSSEN: vocals, guitars, bass, keys,
harmonica, glockenspiel, hand percussion | JD RIFKIN: drums | JEN ROUSE:
Back-up vocals | EVAN RUNGE: violin | JoE THIBODEAU: trumpet
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